Truths and Myths

True or False:

1. Language is one of our most important cultural inventions. _____
2. Language is a good measure of intelligence. ____
3. Language change is a process of decay. ____
4. Grammar books in schools cover most of the rules and processes of English. ____
5. Appalachian English is Elizabethan English. ____
6. Children require detailed instruction to learn language. ____

Myth: 		Only some people speak dialects.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Reality: 	Everyone speaks a dialect. 

Myth: 		Some dialects don’t have any rules. 
Reality: 	All dialects have systematic, patterned rules. 

Myth: 		Standard English is and always has been the same thing. 
Reality: 	Standard English is a flexible, diverse notion that has changed a great deal;
spoken standards are different for different regions and in different times. 

Myth: 		People with accents cannot possibly be intelligent. 
Reality: 	Language is autonomous from cognition.
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