LESSON PLAN FORMAT

West Virginia University Teacher Education

	Teacher:__________________________
	School/Center:________________________________

	Grade Level/Age: _____________
	Time of Day: ___________________________
	Date:_____________

	Subject:_____________________
	Signature for Approval: _______________________________________

	Learning Focus: 
Students will explore the concepts of dialect, standard English, and dialect features.


Materials/Media/Technology: 

Chalkboard/White board

A-prefixing worksheet (a-prefixing worksheet.doc)

A-prefixing teacher key (teacher resouce_a prefixing key.doc)

Speaker sound file mp3 (speaker example_lesson 1.wav)

Laptop or computer with speakers to play sound file

Pencil and paper
Prerequisites: 
This is day one of a week-long mini-unit on Appalachian speech. There are no prerequisites for this lesson.
Learner Differences: (Without identifying individuals, what learning differences - including special needs and diversity - are present in this class?)

State Standards & Objectives: 
CSOs for Language & Dialect Unit:

Listening, Speaking, and Media Literacy

· 6th: RLA 0.6.3.01, 0.6.3.03

· 7th: RLA 0.7.3.01, 0.7.3.04

· 8th: RLA 0.8.3.01, 0.8.3.03, 0.8.3.05

· 9th: RLA 0.9.3.04, 0.9.3.05

· 10th: RLA 0.10.3.03, 0.10.3.05

· 11th: RLA 0.11.3.1, 0.11.3.03

· 12th: RLA 0.12.3.03, 0.12.3.04

	Objectives: 
The students will:
	Assessment: 
The students will:


	Examine the differences between Standard and Vernacular English.
	Participate in class discussion on the topic, while the teacher writes responses on the board.

	Describe the characteristics of a speech sample.
	Write out notes on paper individually, as they listen to the sample.

	Evaluate the relative vernacularity of a speech sample.
	Participate in class discussion on the topic, while the teacher writes responses on the board.

	
	


Procedures: 

Introduction 
1. Ask students how they would define Standard English. Write several responses on the board.
2. Next, ask students what the opposite of Standard English might be. Again, write several responses on the board.

3. Introduce the concept of Standard vs. Vernacular English. Standard speech is defined by what it’s not, rather than by what it actually is. In essence, it is speech free of vernacular features. Standard and vernacular features fall along a continuum. 

4. Provide students with some examples of vernacular speech. 
Instruction/Activities 
1. Explain to the students that each person speaks differently. Within languages, we have dialects. Within dialects, each speaker uses different features. However, despite these differences, speech does not just happen randomly. Even though the same dialect can vary from person to person, there are rules that govern how we use language. 
2. Pass out the a-prefixing worksheet. Go through the directions with the students.
3. Read through the worksheet as a class, but have students work individually to mark their own answers.
4. Go through the correct answers to the worksheet. Ask students which portions they answered correctly and which portions they answered incorrectly. 
5. Explain to the students that they could probably answer these questions with relative confidence because there are rules that govern how this speech feature is used in Appalachian dialect. Because of these rules, they probably had a feel for what “sounded right” and what didn’t. Even if we don’t realize it, we know when a-prefixing can be used and when it would seem unnatural. Even though this is a vernacular speech feature, it still operates systematically. 

6. Explain the contexts in which a-prefixing can be used, based on the three different sections of the A-prefixing worksheet. These contexts, or rules, are listed out on the document titled Teacher Resource_A prefixing key.doc 

7. Explain that a-prefixing is one example of many dialect features in the Appalachian dialect. We can’t listen to someone speak and understand their dialect all at once. We can only listen to one feature of their speech at a time. Dialect features are like small parts that make up the whole. 

8. Next, play the speaker sound file mp3 (titled speaker example_lesson 1) for the students. The first time through, just ask the students to listen carefully without writing anything down.

9. Play the sound clip again, and this time, ask students to write down things about the person’s speech that seem noteworthy, interesting, or different from their own speech.

10. Ask the students to share their observations with the class. Write several responses on the board.

11. Ask the students how they would rate the vernacularity of this speaker. Is she more standard or vernacular? Why reasons can they provide for their choice?

Closure 

Explain that, like a-prefixing, there are several more language features that make up the Appalachian dialect. Some speakers may have a few features, and some speakers may have all of them. For the rest of the unit, the class will explore 10 Appalachian dialect features, one at a time. 
